
InflectionsInflections

Inflections are changes in the form of a word, such as the past form of a verb or the comparative
form of an adjective. Regular inflections follow set patterns, but irregular inflections, for words
such as be, have and good, have to be learnt individually as they do not follow any rules. 

DDiiffffiiccuulltt  iinnfflleeccttiioonnss

One way to remember lists of words with difficult inflections is to make up a short story containing
as many of the words as possible. For example, the following passage contains ten words ending
in -o that have the plural -oes:

Can you make up a sentence using lots of words that end in -f and -fe but change the -f or -fe to 
-ve before adding -s, such as life and thief ? What about a sentence which includes words which
end in -f and -fe but just add an s, like roof and chief ?

FFoorrmmiinngg  pplluurraallss

Match these singular words with their plural endings, and then write out the plural form in
full in the spaces given. Remember that you might have to change the first word slightly
when you make it into a plural. The first one has been done for you.

horse en
banana x or s
berry es
gateau ies
knife s
ox s
piano s
potato s
stomach ves

Chambers Teachers’ Resources © Chambers Harrap Publishers Ltd 2003
www.chambers.co.uk

SPELLING WORKSHEET 6

Ships carrying cargoes of potatoes and tomatoes were wrecked by

tornadoes and enemy torpedoes. The sailors swam to an island

where buffaloes roamed the slopes of volcanoes and where they

were treated as heroes. They ate mangoes all day in caves full of

echoes.

horses
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Doubling consonants
You may wonder why occurred has two r’s and offered has only one, or why regretting has two t’s
but marketing has only one.
For words which end in consonant + vowel + consonant, we double the final consonant before
adding -ed, -ing, -er or -est for one of three reasons: 
� the vowel is stressed
� the word has only one syllable
� the final consonant is l
Here are some examples:
refer: refers, referred, referring fat: fatter, fattest   
bar: bars, barred, barring travel: travels, travelled, travelling
This explains why similar words differ in their inflections. While verbs like overlap are stressed on
the final syllable and so double the final consonant (overlapped ), other verbs like develop and
benefit are not stressed on the final syllable, so the final consonant is not doubled (developed,
benefited ).

DDoouubbllee,,  ddoouubbllee,,  ttooiill  aanndd  ttrroouubbllee

Bubbling away in this witch’s cauldron is a potion
containing words which might or might not
double the final consonant when they are
inflected. Can you write out the correct inflections
for each one? The first one has been done for you.

If you forget to double the consonant, you may produce a totally different word, such as pined
instead of pinned, or hoping instead of hopping. Listen to the sound of the word – if it has a short
vowel, a double consonant is needed to keep the sound short when -ed, -ing, -er or -est is added.
Remember that there are exceptions to this rule, when the consonant is not doubled: for example,
words ending in w, x and y do not double the final consonant. And the final consonant in some
words ending in p, like kidnap and worship, is doubled regardless of where the stress falls.

Over to you
Would you put a single or double consonant in the inflections of these words? 

tap target pedal

hug

diet
hiccup

wallop

appalappealtrick

hug  hugging  hugged


